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Dilsa Capdeville Head Start Center
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY

ORDER OF CEREMONY
10:00 AM

MASTER/MISTRESS OF CEREMONY

Ryan Nugent & Masikia Lewis

INVOCATION
Pastor Davin Scarbough, Agape Seventh Day Adventist Church

NATIONALANTHEM & VI MARCH

Shikima Jones-Sprauve, St. John Administrator

WELCOME

The Honorable Averil E. George, Commissioner, Virgin Islands Department of Human Services

ENTERTAINMENT

Savan Head Start
REMARKS
Jerry Otto, Senior Project Manager Custom Builders VI

Rueben Jennings, Acting Commissioner, Virgin Islands Department of Public Works
Adrienne Williams-Octalien, Director, Office of Disaster Recovery

ENTERTAINMENT
Semone Ray-George
REMARKS
The Honorable Stacey E. Plaskett, Delegate to Congress, Esq.
The Honorable Milton E. Potter, Senate President, 36th Legislature of the Virgin Islands

The Honorable Tregenza A. Roach, Esq., Lieutenant Governor of the Virgin Islands of the United States

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

The Honorable Albert Bryan Jr., Governor of the Virgin Islands of the United States

REMARKS

The Honorable Albert Bryan Jr., Governor of the Virgin Islands of the United States

BENEDICTION
Pastor Davin Scarbough, Agape Seventh Day Adventist Church

RIBBON CUTTING



























HONOREE BIOGRAPHY & LEGACY: DILSA CAPDEVILLE

Dilsa Capdeville is a legendary, pioneering social
worker and child advocacy trailblazer in the U.S.
Virgin Islands who has dedicated over six
decades to protecting vulnerable children and
women. Her visionary leadership  has
fundamentally transformed the social service
landscape of the territory and established models
of care recognized across the wider Caribbean.

Her extraordinary career is defined by
foundational milestones. As an institutional
founder, she established Kidscope in 1997 as the
first specialized child abuse advocacy center in
the Caribbean, while also co-founding the Family
Resource Center and the Nana Baby Home
emergency shelter for foster children. Serving as
the territory's first official child abuse specialist,
she created the first local child abuse task force
and played a central role in developing the USVI’s
first child abuse statute. Her regional impact
reached far beyond local shores when she
organized the first Caribbean Conference on
Child Sexual Abuse, drawing over 600 regional
and international attendees.

Naming the facility at #9 Frenchman’s Bay
Quarter after Dilsa Capdeville is a profound
tribute to a lifetime spent standing in the gap for
the territory's most vulnerable populations. For
generations, Ms. Capdeville's tireless advocacy
has provided safety, healing, and a voice to
children and families facing unimaginable
hardships.

In May 2026, the 36th Legislature of the Virgin
Islands passed Bill No. 36-0114 to officially honor
her extraordinary legacy. Signed into law by the
Governor, the legislation renamed the newly
rebuilt Bolongo Bay Head Start facility on St
Thomas to the Dilsa Capdeville Head Start
Facility.

Having her name grace this state-of-the-art early
childhood center bridges her historic legacy of
protection with our community's future. Just as
Ms. Capdeville spent six decades building safety
nets and secure environments for children, this
facility stands as a modern, secure haven
designed to nurture our youngest learners. It
serves as a daily reminder to our staff, families,
and community that education, safety, and
unwavering advocacy form the bedrock of a
thriving, resilient U.S. Virgin Islands.




Dilsa Capdeville Head Start Center

The opening of the Dilsa Capdeville Head Start Facility
marks the culmination and final milestone in a
territory-wide Office of Head Start initiative to rebuild
and elevate our early childhood infrastructure.

Together with the previously completed Cruz Bay facility
on St. John, the Anna's Hope and Concordia facilities on
St. Croix, as well as the Lindbergh Bay and Minetta
Mitchell facilities on St. Thomas, these developments
account for all six new Head Start projects funded
through a transformative $42 million investment from the
federal Office of Head Start Disaster Recovery Funds.
Seeing this grand vision brought to life across every
island is a testament to what we can achieve when we
refuse to let post-disaster challenges define our future.

This milestone reflects a deep commitment to
strengthening our island communities by prioritizing the
education, safety, and overall well-being of our youngest
residents—building long-term resilience and opportunity
from the ground up.

From the administrative offices, nutrition centers and
hubs, to the modern classrooms, every newly
constructed space stands as a beacon of hope and a
promise that the children of the U.S. Virgin Islands will
always have access to world-class learning
environments designed to help them thrive.

A strong educational ecosystem requires modern,
secure, and inspiring spaces designed specifically for
our children and staff. Located at #9 Frenchman’s Bay
Quarter on St. Thomas, the new Dilsa Capdeville Head
Start Facility provides a state-of-the-art environment
tailored to deliver high-quality early instruction and
family support.

For years, dedicated staff and families have navigated
challenging post-disaster conditions to ensure our
children on St. Thomas continued to receive critical
resources and early learning opportunities.

This purpose-built facility center honors their hard work,
strengthens program outreach and ensures that staff
are equipped with the resources and space necessary
to support hundreds of families across the district
efficiently and effectively.
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WE EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE: To everyone whose dedication, hard
work, and collaboration made this historic milestone a resounding success: this
monumental achievement reflects the true strength of our community when leaders,
partners, and dedicated public servants unite behind a shared vision for the Virgin
Islands.

Special recognition goes to the Bryan-Roach Administration, the Office of Disaster
Recovery, Department of Public Works, the Department of Property and Procurement,
the Office of the Governor, Virgin Islands Fire and Emergency Medical Services, the
Department of Planning and Natural Resources, and Custom Builders VI, for their
essential leadership and unwavering support throughout this massive territory-wide
rebuilding journey.

We also extend our most sincere thanks to Head Start Region II, the Administration for
Children and Families, Former Commissioner Kimberley Causey-Gomez, our dedicated
Head Start Administrators, Teachers, and Staff, and the entire Department of Human
Services team. Your collective devotion, resilience through every post-disaster challenge,
and daily commitment to our families continue to build a brighter, more secure, and
infinitely more resilient future for our children and our entire community.
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