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Commissioner Averil George

Acting Commissioner Rueben Jennings, Department of Public Works

Robert Rush, Custom Builders VI

Director Adrienne L. Williams-Octalien, Office of Disaster Recovery

The Honorable Stacey E. Plaskett, Delegate to Congress, Esq.

The Honorable Milton Potter., Senate President, 36th Legislataure

The Honorable Lieutenant Governor Tregenza A. Roach, Esq.

The Honorable Governor Albert Bryan Jr.

Apostle Mona L. Barnes 

N'Bari Alexander

10:00AM

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony takes place at 1:00 PM at the 
Concordia Head Start facility in Concordia, Frederiksted 
followed by a reception.

CONCORDIA RIBBON CUTTING 1:00 PM
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INVESTMENT AND IMPACT
The opening of the Anna’s Hope Head Start Administration Facility and the Concordia Head Start Learning 
Center marks the next major milestone in a territory-wide initiative to rebuild and elevate our early childhood 
infrastructure. Together with the previously completed Cruz Bay facility on St. John, these developments account 
for three of six new Head Start projects funded through a $42 million investment from the federal Office of Head 
Start Disaster Recovery Funds. 

This comprehensive effort reflects a deep commitment to strengthening our island communities by prioritizing 
the education, safety, and overall well-being of our youngest residents—building long-term resilience and 
opportunity from the ground

ANNA’S HOPE 
HEAD START ADMINISTRATION FACILITY

A strong educational ecosystem requires a 
robust, secure, and modern operational hub. 
The new Anna’s Hope Administration Facility 
provides the Head Start leadership and 
support team with a dedicated, professional 
environment designed to optimize agency 
operations. 

For years, dedicated staff have navigated 
challenging post-disaster conditions to 
deliver critical family resources.

This purpose-built administrative center 
honors their hard work, streamlines program 
administration, and ensures that staff are 
equipped with the resources and space 
necessary to support hundreds of families 
across the district efficiently and effectively.

CONCORDIA 
HEAD START LEARNING CENTER

Early childhood education is the cornerstone 
of a thriving community. The new Concordia 
Head Start Learning Center features a 
state-of-the-art, single-classroom design 
tailored specifically to deliver high-quality 
early instruction for children in the Western 
district of St. Croix. 

Built for ultimate resilience, the 
technologically advanced facility is equipped 
with dedicated generator power and a 
battery backup system, ensuring 
uninterrupted learning and safety regardless 
of island grid disruptions. 

Concordia offers our youngest learners a 
secure, modern haven equipped with the 
tools needed to nurture lifelong growth.



BUILDING FOUNDATIONS FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE
The Virgin Islands Department of Human Services 
continues its mission to nurture the territory’s 
youngest learners by administering the Head Start 
Program across St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix. 
Operating as the official territory grantee funded 
through the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Administration for Children and Families, 
Office of Head Start, the agency remains dedicated 
to delivering essential early childhood resources 
directly to local families.

Designed to prepare children for early academic 
and lifelong achievement, the Head Start Program 
serves children who reach three years of age by 
December 31st up to five years old at the time of 
enrollment. By focusing on low-income 
households, the initiative ensures that high-quality 
foundational learning, structured routine, and social 
development remain accessible to those who need 
it most.

Beyond classroom instruction, the program takes a 
holistic approach to early childhood care. 
Educators and program staff actively foster the 
mental, social, and emotional development of 
preschoolers, building the confidence and 
resilience required for a smooth transition into 
kindergarten.

To support the whole child, Head Start integrates 
comprehensive wraparound services directly into 
its daily framework. Enrolled students and their 
families receive ongoing medical, dental, and 
nutritional care, alongside targeted support for 
children with special needs or developmental 
disabilities. 

Every service is delivered with deep respect for the 
territory’s rich diversity, ensuring that daily routines 
and family engagement activities remain fully 
responsive to each child’s unique ethnic, cultural, 
and linguistic background.

Head Start is recognized nationwide as a primary 
empowerment program for low-income families, 
involving them in all aspects of service delivery and
decision-making for the program. Head Start 
encourages the role of parents as their child’s first 
and most important teachers and facilitate building
relationships with families that support positive 
parent-child relationships, family well-being, and 
connections to peers and the community.





WE EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE to everyone whose 
dedication, hard work, and collaboration made this milestone a 
resounding success. This achievement reflects the strength of our 
community when leaders, partners, and dedicated public servants unite 
behind a shared vision for the Virgin Islands.

Special recognition goes to the Department of Public Works, the 
Department of Property and Procurement, Custom Builders VI, the 
Office of the Governor, the Office of Disaster Recovery, Virgins Islands 
Fire and Emergency Medical Services, Department of Planning and 
Natural Resources, and the Bryan-Roach Administration for their 
essential leadership and support. We also extend sincere thanks to Head 
Start Region II, the Administration for Children and Families, Former 
Commissioner Kimberley Causey-Gomez, our Head Start 
Administrators, Teachers, and Staff, and the Department of Human 
Services. Your collective devotion continues to build a brighter, more 
resilient future for our children and our entire community.



"dhs is on the rise!"


